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MIZNER
MAGIC

A mm"ér c.i 1920k
Palm Beach
in New England

By Georcerre GoUvER

mid the society folk  of

Mew York City and FPalm
Beach in the Jazx Age. Ad
dison Mizner coubd've out
Garsbved the Grear Garshy
lemsclf, The architect had

1 repuration  for

mouthing off, so much 5o
thar he co-aathored somscthing called

cymical

“The Cynic's Calendar," {} mple aclage:
“Where theres a will, there's a Lowsnin.™)

Fortunazely, he alsa |‘|.'||_| i [Epu-
non for dl:!lll\,ILHIF ran':'-h'm-:!:,- celectic
homes for the rch and Famois i hi
narive Califoenia; Mewr Yook ansd cEpC-
h'l:lI!:r I-Il.ll"ilJ.I. While many of r|‘||,1..|,- e
gne, the one extant Mizner home builr
north of the Mason-Dixon Line hap-
pens io be mOWAL country, Bemer sull
it can be your home, wo, for the price
of a hotel stan

Mestled in the Licchiicld Hells ar
sothern  Berdoshires, Rock Hall & 2
Il'],I"IIZI'IZF-.-.qun:-!'n:m[ manor  house 0
Mizner’s trademark eclectic sivle, which
was deseribed |!I:-' Alva [ohnson in his
book “The Legendary Mizners™ dand
Geeorge B Tosdall a0 a 1965 American
Hl:l:iiul:.r artcle as " Bastard-Spanish
Moorish-Re manesque-Giathic-Re
Mlarker-Damn-the-Ex
pense.” Certanly, thar soyle is apparent

naissnec-Ful

in- Rock Halks scarely Spanish-flavored
stodie and stuco exterior, dramatic cof
Fered ceilings claborarely carved fire
places ‘and rehly texrured Ui subes
(Ffiwe i all).

There’s aka 3 balhand moom, a privabe
mvie theater, an |r||5;.r\-:||.||:u| |\;u_||_ A prasx
fennks oot asd a marked ||.iL'ir||__r| rrail, all
on 23 acres ol ipecimen trees and perenini-
al g-lldl::lxﬂl.n!|:|.'-|i::q:r||:|.'-d a collaborasion
berosen Mirier aficd the frm of Ceneral
Park desipner frodenck Law Clmiszed,

Ihe circa M2 hoose -~ on the Ma-
uonal Repiste' of Historie Places — Juas
aleo add=d o 21 st-century amenitics,
.IJI:-I:lg, wath Fpa Incafmcnes, carmisge rides,
hot-air l‘lhﬂm'riinl:. knrahlng. !l:,'-l:uh'm!;_
antiquing, are trekking and shopping.

Heoww Mizne wauld've loved it all. He
was born in Sin Francsés in 1872 and
-.|r|-'r|n1pn‘| bis prasspmn bor spanizh and
ﬁp.‘-ll.'ll'-!'l colowidl are and srchitecture

dl.|.r||1|_; aTiape 1ri]:- with his father |;|.1
Cuaremnabnd a stint ag the L:ﬂi'-'-:rhr:-'
nl!-_;'.‘uu].unl.'l m '.';pui.n. For-a timé he
wiltked: @ socicty afchirect and Jap-
.1:|-r.-.u-|.1':|.'_1|.1|: dl:iril.'..l'.rr in Mew Yark
l:".:ll::.' hefoall health rook him w PPaim
Beach at cond of Word War |

Theré leher hooked up wirh Pars
Singer, abclr 1o the Singer sewing mia-
chine fome and onetme |'u':|:|."|'rin'|1|:| of
modemndee goddes Ladora Duncan,
and |u~g;..-.1;e-i;.;l'|il:-v_|:_ chbs and mansions
for varouVanderbils, Wannamakers
and Beddl-1 hese were strong on warm
b, diessed  accents {hefore there
were disraed acceniz) and, II'II:L'l.',;I'J.IiI'IE
the landiss and the incerior. Ulnfosts.
|u.||:|:.-'. FRLT T l.1l.'!li'_|.:.|'l wasng as urong
L] !ﬂucp:l.nlg o backed by the most
url.||:l'.|]|:-:i.=l|:-i:|l:v.- [ALEIE

Soon Mdiner and his roguish brother
Wilson e vainly planning the resort
city of Ba Baron amid a Florida land
bamom thawent bust at the end of the
20z, forkddiwing bad things to come.
(Sound failiar]

Miznerhowever, was hecky enough
o lamd sommission in his native seate,
from buesssman Alfred Dhcterich, for
whotm Mier had once creaned 2 house
in Milllbpok, .Y The new ouse, {asa

in Mlone-
civg, had everyrhang Mizocr fns love — a

Biienvenitn or Blenvenido,

mouthwatening, carthy palere, recessed
ceilings, commanding Frephicss, chods-
tened walkoways, plenty of warm woods,
geometric Moditerranean gardens and

o U TP

a smacon externor Ranked by |:|i|:||_-.||_||:|!cu
shaped palm troes. It was among the
evocarive  beauties  beatured  in Lim
Srreer-lorers “The Los Angetes Houss™
{C larkson Pocter. 1995).

Mirner dicd pesmiless in 1933 and

many. of his  houses were sacrificed 1o
19505 redevelopment. . However, at
Rock Hall at beast, the public. can st
hack and marvel at 2 man whose touch,
like Cratsby’s, was a biv larcenous bt

saill magic. W
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